Relapses in three patients with Takayasu arteritis under tocilizumab treatment detected by contrast enhanced ultrasound.
Takayasu arteritis (TA) is a rare large vessel vasculitis, affecting the aorta and its major branches, typically in young women. In this case report, we present three cases of young women of Caucasian descent who experienced relapses while under treatment with the monoclonal humanized antibody to the interleukin 6 receptor, tocilizumab. Active vasculitic lesions of the supraaortic (common carotid and axillary) arteries were detected and characterized via high resolution contrast enhanced ultrasound. Based on these cases, we discuss the potential role of contrast enhanced ultrasound in the diagnosis and follow-up of TA as well as the current data on the efficacy of tocilizumab in the treatment of TA.